QuickBooks Pros and Cons

This is a list of Pros and Cons for QuickBooks Accounting.  This is my opinion based on my experience of over 5 years with this product and my background as a software developer (having written several accounting systems over the last 17 years).

Pros:

1. Inexpensive.

2. Very easy to use.

3. Excellent reporting tools.

4. In the 2002 version it has tools that allow a developer to send and retrieve data.

5. Excellent search capabilities – can easily find something in general terms.

6. Can easily export data if migration to another accounting system is desired up the road.  Most accounting system have this either as part of the product or with a separate tool.

7. “Accountant’s Copy” Functionality

Cons:

1. It is not truly multi-user.  Certain functions cannot be done unless the user is logged in as the administrator in single user mode with all other used logged out.

2. The database is slow.  If you have any significant volume of data the system will become very slow.  This applies to everything QuickBooks does – saving a transaction, running a report, searching for a record.

3. It has a proprietary database.  This means we have only one option for talking to their database – their tools.

4. It is not an “Industrial Strength” accounting system.  There are many things about the system that don’t lend themselves well to GAAP and don’t leave sufficient audit trails.

Developer Notes:

1. QuickBooks ( Preferences ( Integrated Applications – has all the settings for allowing automatic (unattended) access.

2. QBFC.H is the include file for a few of the pre-defines VFP uses.

3. Basics - C:/qbsdk/QBFC/doc/GuideHTML/Ch15.html.

4. Company Into - C:/qbsdk/QBFC/doc/GuideHTML/Ch22.html.

5. Reference Guide - C:\qbsdk\doc\ReferenceHTML.

6. Invoice - C:/qbsdk/doc/ReferenceHTML/11AccRecTxns3.html.

7. H file – C:\QBSDK\QBFC\Samples\VC\InvoiceQuery\QBFC1_IntelliSense.h.

8. Index Tool - c:\qbsdk\qbfc\doc\objhelp\index.html
9. XML Syntax - C:\qbsdk\doc\qbxmlops11.xml (view with word).

